











THE NEW JERSEY ITALIAN AND ITALIAN AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

Curriculum “Roll-Out” Session
for NJ DOE Administration

n important session, designed specifically for
NJ Superintendents, Principals and Curriculum
Specialists, was held at the Rutgers Student Center

on Wednesday, September 26th.

This “Curriculum

Implementation Roll-Out” focused on the pragmatic
issues associated with integrating our unique Universality
of Italian Heritage Curriculum into school districts across

A Dr. John Dougherty,
Coordinator of Social Studies
for the NJ Dept of Education
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Office of Academic Standards,
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the state. Lucille Davy,
NJ’s Commissioner
of Education, and Dr.
Sandra Alberti, Director
of the NJ DOE’s Office
of Academic Standards,

presented  compelling
cases in support of the
historical importance

and caliber of the lesson
plans.  Following an
overview of the project
by Dr. Gilda Rorro
Baldassari and Dr. John
Dougherty,  Chairman
RichardBilottiintroduced
Dr. Vito  Gagliardi,
Former Commissioner

of Education; Dr. Ray Yannuzzi, President of Camden
County College, and Frederick Cappello, Dean of
School and Community Academic Programs at Camden
County College, who have volunteered to support the
Commission in its mission to deploy the curriculum
as broadly as possible throughout NJ. Administrators
also had the opportunity to hear from the Hon. Stefano
Mistretta, Consul General of Italy in Philadelphia.
Rounding out the morning’s program was a ‘case study’
of implementation strategies in the Clark School District,
offered by Curriculum and Instruction Director Vincent
Caputo, and a stimulating Question and Answer panel. m

The Consulates and
the Commission

A Perfect Partnership

With the enthusiastic support of
our stateside representatives

of the Italian government, we have
collaborated on a wide range of
initiatives that further the achievement
of our shared objectives as formalized
in our Commission’s Mission
Statement: To build and strengthen the
cultural identity of Italians and Italian
Americans.

From the identification of
heritage-based organizations,
to the celebration of Italian and
Italian American milestones, to the
promotion of study-abroad, exchange
and internship programs, to the all
important promotion of the study of
the Italian language in collaboration
with ITANJ, we have worked with the
same objectives as our guide.

Consul General of Italy in
Philadelphia, the Hon. Stefano
Mistretta, hasconsistentlydemonstrated
his support of our Universality of
Italian Heritage Curriculum, providing
insightful remarks during our “Teach
the Teacher” training at DOE
Headquarters in January, and our roll-
out session with Superintendents and
Curriculum Specialists in September.

Dr. Mary Ann Re
Exec. Dir. NJIIAHC

Dott. Alfio Russo, Director of
Education at the NY Consulate, another
strong advocate of our curriculum, is
our liaison with the Italian government-
funded TACE (Italian American
Committee on Education). [ACE
has agreed to contribute important
resources towards the funding of a
set of lesson plans currently under
development entitled “Italy in the 20th
and 21st Centuries,” the latest addition
to our Universality of Italian Heritage
Curriculum.

And in his short tenure as the
Consul General of Italy in New
York, Hon. Francesco Maria Talo’
has graciously and enthusiastically
participated in numerous community
events throughout the state, most
recently at our Congress on NJ Italians
in the Arts.

In closing, please indulge me
a personal note, as I offer a heartfelt
thank you to our Vice Consul of Italy
in Newark, Paolo Toschi, whose tenure
is drawing to a close. He has been
ever supportive of the initiatives of the
Commission and we will miss him! m

Support Your Heritage!

e New Jersey Italian American Heritage
Foundation works to promote a bias-free,

positive image of Italian and Italian American

people.

Your gift of $25, $50, $100 or more will help us to provide programs and services necessary to
accomplish our mission. Of course a gift of any amount is always appreciated.

To make a contribution, please complete the form and return it with your check to:
The New Jersey Italian American Heritage Foundation, 18 Bishop Place, New Brunswick, NJ 08901.

e New Jersey Italian and Italian American
Heritage Commission, which is supported by
the Foundation, developed a curriculum that
is currently available for schools throughout
the state of New Jersey.  rough education we
promote activities and programs that build and
strengthen the cultural identity of people of
Italian descent. We rely on contributions from
our Italian American friends to help us spread
the word about our rich culture, heritage and
language. Won't you join with us?

For further information please contact David lommarini at 732-932-2131.
U Yes, I am proud of my heritage and wish to support it!
Name
Address
City, State, Zip

Daytime Phone Number
Email Address

Amount Enclosed $

Foundation Website: www.italianlifenj.org
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The New Jersey Institute of ltalian and Italian American Heritage Studies, located at Rutgers University in New
i S man ears o Brunswick, is the operational body of the New Jersey ltalian and Italian American Heritage Commission for program
h A f
. . implementation and administration. The Commission, located in, but not of, the New Jersey Department of Education,
d ed |cated service to th e was created pursuant to the enactment of P.L. 2001, Chapter 343 C.18A4-42 and signed into law in January 2002.
CO mm | SS | on The Institute, a 501.c.3. entity with statewide jurisdiction, is charged with providing services to the public at large, as
) well as public, non-profit and other public service institutions in all twenty-one counties in New Jersey.
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