
Richard Bilotti, publisher of The 
Times in Trenton, was named Chairman 
of the New Jersey Italian and Italian 
American Heritage Commission during a 
Commission meeting in June.  He assumed 
leadership after N. Larry Paragano, the 
Commission’s Chair during its first five 
and a half years, stepped down. 

Bilotti is a New Jersey native who has 
worked as a journalist in Newark, Alaska, 
Ohio and in Europe.  He attended Rutgers 
University and Goddard College, and  
received an honorary Doctor of Laws 
Degree from Rider University.  He served 
in the US Army from 1966 to 1968.

In addition to his role as a Commissioner 
and Community Outreach Chair with 
the Commission, Richard has served as 
President of the Mercer County Community 
of Italian American Organizations.  He 
is active in a variety of organizations 
including the Mercer County Chamber of 
Commerce, Metropolitan Trenton African 
American Chamber of Commerce, the 
Hamilton Partnership, and The Passage 
Theater Company.  He is also President of 
the Greater Princeton Youth Orchestra and 
the Trenton Education Dance Institute.

Mr. Bilotti’s family originated from 
Avellino in Campania.  Richard continues 
to study the Italian language and culture 
through extensive reading on both modern 
and historic Italy and yearly trips to Italy.  
For more than five years, he has mentored 
an Italian conductor from Isernia, Maestro 
Fernando Raucci, along with whom he 
often brings musical events from the 
United States to Italy and vice versa.

Chairman Bilotti made himself available 
for an interview recently.

Question: You’ve been a Commissioner 
since the NJIIAHC’s inception.  What do 
you think has been its most significant 
achievement so far? 

Bilotti: We’ve done some wonderful things 
in the area of education with programs at the 

state’s universities and the curriculum 
project for elementary and high schools. 
However, I think the commission’s most 
significant achievement has been to begin 
the task of organizing the more than 200 
Italian clubs in the state and 1.5 million 
New Jersey residents of Italian descent. 
There is a lot of work that needs to be 
done, but if we can begin speaking with 
a united voice we can accomplish many 
things.

Question: Where do you see the 
Commission spending its time and 
resources in the next 12 months? 

Bilotti: I think the Commission needs to 
focus on developing a good fundraising 
effort, a legislative caucus and developing 
its website. 

Question: Do you believe the public’s 
perception of Italian Americans has 
changed since you were a child? 

Bilotti: Yes, I think it has changed to a more 
positive image. However, the stereotypes 

still exist and they are harmful. 

Question: Did you grow up in an Italian 
American neighborhood? 

Bilotti: Yes, in Harrison, New Jersey. 

Question: What is the most important 
thing about Italian Americans you would 
want the general public to know? 

Bilotti: The contributions we have made 
to the development of the United States. 
The contributions that not only involve 
people like Frank Sinatra, Lee Iaccoca and 
Tommy LaSorda, but all of our ancesters 
who worked in the Roebling steel mills in 
Trenton and the farms of South Jersey and 
the silk factories of Paterson.  

Question: Describe a perfect Italian 
meal. 

Bilotti: The perfect Italian meal is one that 
includes the best ingredients, simply but 
perfectly cooked and eaten with family 
and friends. 
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 Past Chairman Cav. N. Larry Paragano (right) congratulates Cav. Richard 
Bilotti, new Chairman of the New Jersey Italian and Italian American Heritage  
Commission at the June Commission Meeting.

  A solemn honor guard during 
the opening ceremonies for the 
First Bocce Invitational, benefiting 
Operation Shoebox NJ, June 3rd, 
Colonial Park, Franklin Township 
[Somerset County Sheriff Honor 
Guard and Military Color Guard].

 The results of a good day’s work—’care 
packages’ filled to the brim by enthusiastic 
volunteers, ready to be shipped to our 
servicemen and servicewomen in the 
Middle East.

  A highlight of the 
post-bocce festivities--NJ 
comedian Joe Piscopo 
proudly reading Governor 
Jon Corzine’s Proclamation 
commending the 
generous and patriotic 

volunteers participating in 
this worthy non-partisan 

effort.

 From football to bocce ball!  A quartet 
of Rutgers players, joined by Joe Pesce 
look-alike, Vincent Caravello—Good 
sports for a good cause.
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